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Current Deacon Board

Gerry Bettig  
Stefan Dirks  
Justin Fast  
Ted Hull*  
Charlie Lucking  
Ron Meisner*  
Rod Neustaedter 
Harold Penner*  
Danny Serhal (Chairman)
Dino Silvestri* 
*Term is complete August 2020.

The Deacon Board Nominating Committee is pleased to present  
the following candidates for election at the 2020 General Meeting.

Ron Meisner Dino SilvestriJason Waldner
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Before coming to Grant, I attended 
a small church plant in St. Boniface 
called Renaissance. There, I was a 
part of leading worship on Sunday 
mornings, helping set up, and 
helping out at their soccer drop in 
the community. Being a part of this 
small church challenged me to serve 
in areas that were beyond my comfort 
zone. In the few years I attended, I 
learned the importance of serving, 
being involved, building relationships, 
growing my heart to know God more, 
and helping others know him deeper. 
I started coming to Grant in 2017, and 
began serving on the worship team, 
and helping serve in the young adult 
community. There were times when I 
was overwhelmed by serving in such 
a large church, sometimes I asked 
myself, “How can I make a difference?” 
but I was continually challenged and 
encouraged by the leaders of Grant and 
their example.

What most excites me about the 
present ministries at Grant is the small 
groups ministry, and the CarePortal. 
Small groups give such a wonderful 
opportunity for us to be involved 
deeply, and be known in a smaller 
church context; a place where we 
learn to serve and grow deeper in 
our relationship with the Lord. The 

CarePortal is an exciting opportunity 
where we can meet the needs of our 
city, and be the hands and feet of Jesus 
to our surrounding communities. I’m 
excited to be a part of Grant as we 
move forward. God has blessed us with 
wonderful leaders who are prayerfully 
guiding us through this time of 
transition.

The gifts I see that God has given me, 
and is growing my capacity in, are 
service, encouragement, and showing 
mercy. God has been growing my 
desire to disciple those who are new 
or growing in their faith. Lately God 
has been bringing people to mind in 
times of prayer, and challenging me 

Presenting Jason Waldner

Hi, my name is Jason Waldner and my wife’s name is Suzanne. We recently got married on March 
21st this year. I was born on a Hutterite Colony and spent the early years of my childhood there. 
When I was seven, my family left the colony and moved to Rosenort where I grew up. I moved to 
the city in 2014 and started working for a local electrical company, and continue to work with the 
same company to this day. 



to encourage them and find ways to 
serve them in their areas of need.

Two books I read this year that 
impacted me are “Anxious for 
Nothing,” by John MacArthur and “A 
Praying Life” by Paul E. Miller. They 
have played a part in my growing 
relationship with God by teaching 
me more about the importance of 
prayer in our daily life and keeping 
our eyes, minds, and hearts on Jesus. 
In “Anxious for Nothing”, MacArthur 
shares on the passage of 1 Peter 5:6-7, 
about how God instructs us that as 
we worship Him in prayer, bring our 
needs and anxieties to Him, and learn 
to come with a thankful heart, He 
grows our realization of how much we 
need Him. We realize we have nothing 
to give Him and nothing to bring 
from ourselves, but He is sufficient 
for us, and through this we learn that 
He loves us more than we know. “A 
Praying Life” overlaps on this theme 

and adds on more by saying that 
there may be many hard seasons in 
our life, or joy filled ones, as well as 
just ordinary ones–but the same God 
sustains us through them all. As we 
look to God, and go to Him in prayer, 
by the power of His Spirit, He helps 
us take our eyes off the circumstances 
around us, and see the world with a 
new perspective, a heavenly one. One 
where we put our trust in God and 
walk with Him in faith.

God has been helping me apply what 
I’ve been learning in these two books 
in my life of prayer and devotion. 
I’ve been challenged to grow in my 
intentionality in prayer, in praying 
with others, and in a growing 
dependence on God in everyday life. 
Through this He has been bringing 
people to mind and encouraged me to 
serve those in my life in little ways, 
and putting others before myself.  

...Continued



I have had the privilege of being 
involved in many ministry areas 
over the years at GMBC. I have had 
a number of terms serving on the 
Deacon Board and this is an area that 
I really enjoy and feel suits my gift 
set. I am blessed to serve along side of 
men who are committed to serving God 
and the people of the Grant Memorial 
Church community. I have had many 
mentors in this area, to whom I am 
very grateful.

I believe that I have the gifts 
of discernment, helps/serving, 
encouragement, leading and giving.

I have read a number of books this 
past year but the 2 that I am currently 
reading are written by Ravi Zacharias 
- Why Jesus and Jesus Among Secular 
Gods. The author has an incredible 
ability to explain the more complex 
issues facing Christianity today and 
at the same time he challenges me to 
think through the complexity of things.

I am currently going through the book 
of Romans in my personal devotions. 
I am learning to appreciate the 
unfathomable truths about who we are 
in Christ. There is so much to digest in 
this book and God is teaching me anew 
about His love for me and the freedom 
that we have in Him. The Bible never 
gets old.

Presenting Ron Meisner

Judy & I have been married for 52 years. We have 3 adult children, 2 son-in-laws and 5 
grandchildren. I operate a small business which God has blessed.



We have been attending Grant for 18 
years, and through that time I have 
been involved in Children’s Ministry, 
Men’s Ministry, the LCS Board, the 
LMI Board, and the Deacon Board. 
I love being a part of great teams, 
and in doing so, my commitment and 
involvement in Grant only continues to 
increase. 

Since as far back as I can remember, 
I have had a passion for leadership, 
administration and helping. These gifts 
are clearly what God has placed in me, 
and I love having the opportunity to 
use them for His glory whenever able.

Recently I read the book “Seeking 
Allah, Finding Jesus” by Nabeel 
Qureshi. This book was fascinating, 
and answered many questions I had 
about the Muslim faith, but also the 
cost for some people to say “Yes” to 
Jesus’ call on their lives. This book has 
really encouraged me to count the cost 
of following Jesus, and to be thankful 
and grateful for all Jesus has provided 
to me.

God continues to challenge me in the 
basics of my walk with Him – regular 
quiet time with Him, regular reading 
of His Word, and sharing His good 
news with those around me. During 
this special time during the Covid 
Pandemic, I have taken the opportunity 
to do more of those things that connect 
me with God, and for that I am 
thankful.

Presenting Dino Silvestri

My wife, Shannon, and I have been married for over 25 years. We have 4 children aged 19 to 12 – 
and our 19-year-old is engaged. I have been running Mr. Rooter Plumbing of Winnipeg for over 17 
years, and prior to that taught for over 8 years, primarily in a Christian school.


